Objective: This study evaluated the relationship between marijuana use and sexually transmitted diseases in pregnant women.
1,e Gravidas who use marijuana differ from women who do not: they are more likely to be African-American, less educated, unmarried, or poor. 3 Use of other substances, including alcohol, tobacco, and other illicit drugs is more likely. 4 ,s Aspects of pregnancy outcome, including gestational age at delivery and infant birth weight, have received considerable evaluation. 3-s The relationship, if any, between marijuana use and sexually transmitted diseases has received little attention. A cross-sectional study of sexually active adolescents attending a general health organization teen clinic found a two-fold increase in sexually transmitted diseases in those patients who used marijuana at least once per week. 6 information concerning the relationship between sexually transmitted diseases, pregnancy, and marijuana use was found in a report primarily evaluating fetal growth. 4 Differences between the marijuana user and control for the presence of either syphilis, gonorrhea, herpes, pelvic inflammatory disease or chlamydia infection did not exist. However, the criteria for diagnosis or testing schedules were not provided. Another study, also addressing low birth weight, found no difference in isolation of C. trachomatis between patients who used or did not use marijuana. 7 Other sexually transmitted diseases were not considered.
Our population previously has been identified as having significant risk for both sexually transmitted infections and marijuana use. 8, 9 In this retrospective cohort study among pregnant 4-3.7) .
During pregnancy, the most common sexually transmitted diseases were chlamydia and gonorrhea. No differences between the marijuana-only and drug-free groups were found for any of the reported sexually transmitted diseases (Table 2) . When the occurrence of any sexually transmitted infection was considered, 21% of the marijuanausing patients and 24% of the drug-free patients were so identified. The difference was not statistically significant.
DISCUSSION
Sexually transmitted diseases do not appear to be present more often in pregnant women whose illicit drug use is limited to marijuana than in drugfree women. The overall infection rate was not different. Differences for individual diseases also appear to be absent, although sample size is clearly inadequate to identify the small differences which may be present. For example, 539 patients in each group would need to be evaluated before the ob- Sexually transmitted diseases are common in our patient population. Disease prevalence is similar to that found in other reviews we have conducted. Among non-cocaine-using control patients, 4% were found to have syphilis and 3% to have gonorrhea.
1 About 15% of pregnant women in our program tested positive for chlamydia. 11 HIV, herpes, and hepatitis B are uncommon. 8 
